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Magnificat Opens Our 15th Residential Home, in SE Houston 

October 1 was move-in day for 

the first residents of our new 

group home, ideally located a 

short, green walk from our  

Dona Marie Clubhouse—one 

of two facilities providing day-

time  programs for members 

overcoming mental health is-

sues.  In this farm-based com-

munity, the residents’ morning 

wake-up call might emanate 

from a crowing rooster or a 

bleating goat. It’s their good 

luck that their cheerful house man-

ager Albert Ruiz is also a gifted 

chef—who hand rolls their     

breakfast cinnamon buns. 

Bringing the yet-unnamed home     

up to speed was a six-month   

challenge for longtime mainte-

nance manager Gary Scribner and 

his team—and, importantly, provid-

ed meaningful work for residents 

and members seeking new skills  

to lead  toward independent living.   

Ultimately, the new home can ac-

commodate up to 17 Clubhouse 

members.  A smaller house was 

opened first to determine if on-

campus living would help solve 

transportation problems Clubhouse 

members incurred traveling to the 

suburban location.  It proved enor-

mously helpful to its four residents 

and their families.   

Naming rights are available for a 

substantial donation.  Contact Luke 

Stuckey, director of advance-

ment, at 832-326-9153. 

Our Clubhouses operate under the 

guidelines of Clubhouse Interna-

tional, which demonstrate that peo-

ple with mental illness can and do 

successfully participate in society 

through education, employment 

and social activities. 

 

FIST BUMPS: Chris, Albert,   
Danny & Arron embrace this 
house they happily call home.  

 Art Lessons on Elgin:  Join us! 
Beginning Drawing and Jewelry Making courses, open to the public,  will 
kick-off the Moran Center’s new community-centric art series, The Midtown 
Art Room , in January 2017.  The evening classes echo the Magnificat phi-
losophy: all are welcome, regardless of experience.  Bring only your passion 
to try something new and enriching.  Beginning Drawing will be taught by 
longtime artist and educator Jeff Jennings, MFA (seated left), and Jewelry 
Making by Shane Maberry, MFA, director of the Moran Center whose jew-
elry pieces have appeared in art museums.   Courses are affordably priced.  
Proceeds from night classes support our day projects for those recovering 
from mental illness. 
 
TO RESERVE A PLACE, OR FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: 
            MidtownArtRoom@gmail.com, or call 832-567-3199 

14 drawing benches were crafted by MHI 
residents, volunteers and staff to serve 
our arts programs. Lead builders were 
Jeff, David and Shane. 

     Dona Marie Clubhouse 



SUCCESS STORY:  

‘Billy Mack’ Returns to MHI in Gratitude  

 

It took only a year in residency at Magnificat for Billy Mack McCulloch to   

undo the year he had spent on Houston streets, lost in a fog of drug depend-

ence and despondency.  When finally he appeared at our door—word about 

us was on the streets and under the bridges—Billy Mack was ready to make 

a change.  Suddenly, with no experience, he was thrust into cooking for a 

dozen men and was pretty good at it, but his sights were higher.   

With on-site counseling and encouragement 

from his close community in Maranatha 

House, he soon knocked on another door: 

Houston Community College.  After intense study mastering computer network-

ing, Billy answered a Help Wanted ad and was hired to set up a system on a 

ranch near Houston.  He didn’t reveal his outdoorsman skills—he was, after all, 

an ambitious computer guy.  Then things got funny in sheep-shearing season. 

One busy day the ranch was caught short-handed.  Billy Mack stepped up to 

shear 20 sheep in 30 minutes—some kind of local record.  Awestruck at his will-

ingness and breadth of experience, his boss made him ranch foreman. Now Billy 

Mack drives a big red pick-up truck to survey the ranch…and to drive back to Hou-

son to visit his Magnificat buddies and offer the hand of hope. 

Billy Mack and Billy Ray (left)
who once saw each other 
through dark times, recon-
nect with high spirits. 

“If your God-given talents are not 
being fully used, we have the perfect 
venue—no matter where your gifts 
and experience lie,” said board mem-
ber Larry Cronin, newly appointed  
director of volunteer coordination, 
who has lent 
his talents for 
decades at MHI.  
He cites the 
need for volun-
teer help on 
several fronts 
and hopes you 
will contact 
him with your 
own volunteer-
ing ideas and 
needs.   

MAINTENANCE SKILLS:  With 15 
older houses serving up to 200 resi-
dences, maintenance is always need-
ed.  When our residents have the 
skills, we employ them first—its our 
mission to provide work and train-
ing and help move them toward in-
dependent living.  When we are suc-
cessful, we lose their valuable skills 
set.  That’s where volunteers come 
in.  Some sign up for a single task on 
a regular or one-time basis.  Others 
corral their church or civic group to 
upgrade a house needing painting 
and other repairs.  Still others are  

 

called to teach their skills to resi-
dents. Construction trade skills ur-
gently needed: general maintenance, 
plumbing, electrical, painting and 
sheet-rock, and grounds-keeping.  

OFFICE SKILLS:  Our permanent 
staff is over-
worked—you can 
imagine the paper-
work involved in 
processing so 
many applicants, 
then assisting to 
gain necessary 
identification and 
documentation for 
federal programs.  

Mounds of data entry and filing and 
organizational tasks await those 
who gain pleasure in getting things 
up to snuff.  Training our residents 
in office skills helps them plan an 
independent future. 

HOUSE MOTHERS (OR FATHERS):  
Our  residents benefit immeasurably 
from   being valued for themselves, 
and regular visits can do just that.  
Consider “adopting” a house to give 
your time, perhaps by hosting a cof-
fee-and-cake event monthly. Chat-
ting with residents to determine 
their needs.  Making holidays spe-
cial.  We have houses for displaced 
women and men, the elderly, and 
former prisoners.   

Where do you feel you can do the 
most good?  Creating libraries or 
gardens for the houses? Helping  
with the archives as we approach 
our 50th year in service?   You fit     
in here somewhere—let us help you 
to pinpoint your area of greatest  
satisfaction. 

 

YOUR EXPERTISE & SKILLS ARE NEEDED!  TAKE MEANINGFUL ACTION 

THEY STEPPED UP:  Our  chapel 
needed re-staining and our organic 
garden prepped for fall.  St. Ignati-
us Church brought  30 members for 
a day of satisfying service. 

HOW TO VOLUNTEER 
Contact Larry Cronin 

Larry.cronin@magnificathouses.net 

713-824-0344 



 

4 His Glory 

Groups Bless our Soup Kitchen with Cheerful Service 

TOP ROW:  An Act of Mercy, David Weekly Homes,  Bless A Belly; BOTTOM : Southside Services, Southside Church, Impact Church. 

Caesar Chavez High 

St. Monica’s Church 

Pope Francis’s call to participate in his Year of Mercy 

has heightened volunteer activity bringing in new 

school and church groups to offer a day of 

service.  Volunteers pitched in at our down-

town soup kitchen, Loaves &  Fishes, at both 

our Clubhouses offering mental health sup-

port, St. Joseph House and Dona Marie 

House, and with entertaining or upkeep  

at our residential homes...all earning our  

undying gratitude! 

‘Year of  Mercy’ Sparks Volunteer Action 

4 His Glory 

Caesar ChavezHigh  



Please support our work on behalf of the homeless, the helpless, the hungry, the mentally ill. 

Your check payable to Magnificat Houses Inc. will  be used carefully, where it will do the most good.   

   $35        $60        $100       $250      $500     $1000      $5000      $____________________ 

To donate online: kindly go to www.MagnificatHousesInc.org and click DONATE. 

   Please CONTACT ME about volunteer opportunities.   

       

PHONE_____________________________ 

 
EMAIL______________________________ 

             Thank you! 

Magnificat Houses, Inc. 

a 501c3 charity organization 

Tax ID: 23-7003471 

Please CONTACT ME about giving programs. 

Special Thanks to... 
I Am Waters and its inspired 

founder, Elena Davis, have 

committed to provide MHI with 

85 cases (of 24 bottles) of H2O 

for 16 weeks to serve the 

homeless in the heat  of sum-

mer.  Elena dropped by St. 

Joseph House to check on us, 

and make sure no one was thirsty!  

And to... 
The Coca-Cola Company, 

which provided a much needed 

water bottle cooler to Loaves & 

Fishes soup kitchen for distrib-

uting to out lunchtime diners, 

many of whom live on the streets. 

And to… 
Lone Star Region Porsche Club Association 

held a book signing with Chopard Boutique to 

benefit Magnificat 

Houses.  Lori Mauer 

and Natalie Watson 

presented a $2488 

check to Director of 

Advancement Luke 

Stuckey. 

District I Houston City Councilman Robert Gallegos (center) 
and his staff meet with David Taylor, recently named  MHI 
President & CEO;  Deacon David Johnson, Loaves & Fishes 
Director; and Board Chairman Marty Matulia. 

Thrift Store Donations Needed! 
The Mustard Seed, our thrift and consignment store, is 

a mainstay of our mission.  Proceeds from sales help sup-

port our works on behalf of Houston’s neediest, and the 

store itself provides work and work training to residents 

working toward independence.  We need good serviceable 

items: clothing, household goods and furniture.  

 We pick up estates and large items! 

Call 713-524-7333 

Drop offs appreciated:  The Mustard Seed, 1410 Elgin 

at LaBranch.  Ample parking in rear.  Store hours Monday 

to Saturday, 9 a.m.– 4 p.m. 


